
THE COUGAR

Dear St. Jude Parents/Guardians,

We have a wonderful week of celebration and reading just around the corner, and I’m excited to share the
details with you!

First, we are thrilled to let you know that a very special announcement of recognition will be made on
Tuesday, September 30th. We are looking forward to sharing this proud moment with our school
community!

Next, we’re excited to announce that the St. Jude Book Fair will officially kick off on Thursday, October 2nd
and run through Wednesday, October 8th. This is a great opportunity to encourage a love of reading while
supporting our school and community.

Several reminders can be found in this edition of The Cougar. 
Here are two important reminders:

Greetings from Mrs. Gardiner

September 25, 2025

Storybook Character Dress-Up Day – Thursday, October 2nd
Students may come to school dressed as their favorite
storybook character on Thursday, October 2nd.

Students should carry the book or wear a sign identifying
their character.
All outfits must follow the school's “Out of Uniform”
guidelines (see handbook).

If you wear shorts, they must be school uniform shorts.

Book Fair Kick-Off Night – Thursday, October 2nd | 4–6 PM
Join us in the school library for a fun-filled evening with:

Book Fair shopping
Complimentary plate dinner provided by the St. Jude Men’s Club (first-come, first-served)
Crafts and DIY dessert bar for kids
A free Scholastic tote bag with purchase of 3+ books (while supplies last)

All families are welcome — come celebrate with us!

Your support helps us provide exciting opportunities for students and enrich our school library. We look
forward to a successful and fun Book Fair!

One in Christ,
Michelle Gardiner, M.Ed.
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September 27: Mini Cheer Camp for Girls in Grades 1st-4th
October 1-5: Varsity Girls Basketball Tournament (Grades 5th-8th)
October 2: Book Fair Kick Off/Storybook Character Day - please follow Out of
Uniform guidelines in the Parent/Student Handbook
October 17, 20, and 21: No Bus Service
October 17: Pre-K’s 50  Day of Schoolth

October 22: Parent/Teacher Conference Day for grades PK-2   nd

- No School for students in grades PK - 2  nd

October 23-26: Developmental Girls Basketball Tournament (Grades 3rd-4th)
October 28: St. Jude Feast Day and Mass at 8:15 a.m. - Mass uniform required
October 30: Fall Pep Rally at 1:45 p.m.
October 31: Fun Run and Class Halloween Parties
November 4: All Saints Day Mass at 8:15 a.m. - Mass uniform required

Important Upcoming Dates

We Are Hiring!

Now Hiring!
St. Jude School is seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic
3rd Grade Teacher Assistant to join our team. If you or
someone you know is passionate about supporting
students and contributing to a positive learning
environment, we’d love to hear from you!

Please visit https://stjudebr.org/about-us/job-
opportunities/ to access the application and email your
application along with your resume to Principal Mrs.
Michelle Gardiner at mgardiner@stjudebr.org.

Anyone wishing to volunteer at St. Jude School in ANY CAPACITY (i.e. coaches, chaperone for a
class party or field trip, any Home & School committee) must fulfill the requirements mandated
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Diocese of Baton Rouge through
their Child Protection Program. The paperwork can be found at the end of The Cougar.

Reminder!

https://stjudebr.org/about-us/job-opportunities/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNU9XOUdxeFhkRjN5Q3JZVQEegiOKgnfax6oUyZ7lpruqQk0GHWYS2Ax9Hqak26NBkJ-yGjL1b2fNJmTsczI_aem_EarknxZJ-l8joQbs9r6Dew
https://stjudebr.org/about-us/job-opportunities/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNU9XOUdxeFhkRjN5Q3JZVQEegiOKgnfax6oUyZ7lpruqQk0GHWYS2Ax9Hqak26NBkJ-yGjL1b2fNJmTsczI_aem_EarknxZJ-l8joQbs9r6Dew
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Carpool Reminders

MORNING CARPOOL
Car line begins moving at 7:25 a.m.
File into the lot from RIGHT to LEFT (church side
to gym side)
Pull all the way up until you are even with the
first light pole
ALWAYS file into the non-moving line
Have children unbuckled, ready with belongings
(backpack, lunchbox, water bottle, etc.)
Students exit on the PASSENGER side only
After drop-off, students proceed directly inside
to their classrooms.

AFTERNOON CARPOOL
Car lines begin moving at 2:30 p.m. If you are in
the first two lines, do not leave your vehicle
unattended.
Carpool tags must be visible
File into the lot from RIGHT to LEFT (church side
to gym side)
Pull up bumper-to-bumper, side-by-side - no
large gaps
Pull all the way up until you are even with the
first light pole
Students enter on the PASSENGER side only
If assisting your student with buckling, pull
forward to the designated Carpool Buckle Area
If your student is not at your cone, pull up to the
Carpool Waiting Area

A new feature is now available in your FACTS Family Portal:
In the left menu bar, under the Student tab, you will see a new option called Portfolio
Your student’s Portfolio contains copies of his or her personal records that the school uses for
applications and enrollment
The Report Card option also allows you to view past years’ report cards at your convenience.

New FACTS Family Portal Feature

Accelerated Reader 100 Points Club

Congratulations to the following students who have made the Accelerated
Reader 100 Points Club for this year!
 
3rd Grade: Asher Smith
4  Grade: Kate McCannth

6  Grade: Jeanneadair Smithth
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Champ’s

SJS Home and School Store

Visit the store here!

Purchase SJS car decals, temporary tattoos, face
glitter, key chains, stickers, earrings and hair bows!

Classic Images
The home of St. Jude School fleece jackets!

Enter “cougars” as the code
Order your fleece here!

Home and School Association

FUN RUN: It’s a real “Family Affair.” The 10  Annual Fun Run campaign is off
to a great start! The SJS Fun Run Committee decorated our school and
organized Fun Run T-shirts for our annual kickoff last week. If you haven’t
yet, take a few minutes to watch our kickoff video and review the Fun Run
packet. Remember that you can donate using the packet or by visiting our
Auctria site. Special thanks to our Fun Run committee members who worked
to bring the Addams Family theme to life at school: Monica Broggi, Rose
Dedon, Claudia Frantz, Aimee Garig, Stephanie Powers, Anna Richard,
Alyse Richards, Cindi Sanders, Rachael Lanius, and Brittany Martin. 

th

8TH GRADE KICKOFF: 
Last Friday, the 8th graders officially kicked off
their final year at St. Jude. They received their

Class of 2026 T-shirt and yard signs.

CAFETERIA: Calling all lunch ladies and gents! Please sign up to help out in the cafeteria. Our lines are
getting a little backed up for the younger students, and we want to make sure all of the students have
enough time to eat! As a reminder, you must be child protected in order to volunteer. Thank you in
advance! Please use this link to sign up:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/8050944ADA628A4F94-lunchroom/121779514
 

https://event.auctria.com/3be4e3bd-c214-47c4-b49e-987ceb234fdc/059ee77051b211ea8f7a3127db83ad0a
https://www.classicimageuniforms.com/GroupLogin
https://youtu.be/3yW3Vq4dok4?feature=shared
https://event.auctria.com/cc91ecfe-9006-4836-b231-944880797aed/
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/8050944ADA628A4F94-lunchroom/121779514
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Library Updates

Parents in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 1  Grade: Guest readers for PK, K, and 1st grade will begin next
month! Use the links below to sign up to read to your child's class during Library time. Parents and
grandparents with Child Protection training are welcome; please only sign up for a single slot for your
family until most families have had an opportunity to sign up. Repeat visitors are fine to sign up after a few
weeks. 

st

Guest readers may bring their favorite books from home or come early to select a book from the library.
Please contact Mrs. Turner with any questions. 

Pre-K Guest Readers          Kindergarten Guest Readers         First Grade Guest Readers

The Book Fair is only ONE week away!

Forms of Payment/e-wallets
The Book Fair accepts all regular forms of payment, such as
cash, credit cards, Apple Pay, and checks made out to St.
Jude School. Please be advised that change cannot be
provided for pre-written checks. 
Alternatively, we highly recommend setting up a Scholastic e-
wallet for your student, especially if they are shopping
without an adult. This is an online account you can easily
create and place funds in so your child can shop without cash
or card. You can also share your e-wallet link with others (like
grandparents or friends) so they can add to your child's
account. Any funds left in the account following Book Fair can
be donated back to the library, used on Scholastic Store
online, or transferred to a future e-Wallet account. 

To create an e-wallet:
Visit our Book Fair web site at

 https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stjudetheapostleschool
Scroll to the pink e-wallet box on the left middle of the page. 
Click GET STARTED.
Click CREATE AN E-WALLET.
Fill out the form to create your student's e-wallet. 

 
If you'd also like to contribute towards your student's classroom library, you absolutely can! Change
boxes for each teacher will be available in-person at Book Fair, and some teachers will have set up their
own e-wallets where you can donate online. Any amount is always appreciated! These teachers’ e-wallets
are all ready to go!                 Ammon       Bone     Chatelain      Owens        Patterson         Porta

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADA923ABF5C61-58800070-guest#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADA923ABF5C61-58800070-guest#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADA923ABF5C61-58800120-guest#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADA923ABF5C61-58800126-guest#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849ADA923ABF5C61-58800126-guest#/
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stjudetheapostleschool
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=237f2c7b-c927-493c-9836-ea2c511fcd34
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=237f2c7b-c927-493c-9836-ea2c511fcd34
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=afb2d605-25f9-4e61-a27d-bbd2fed3fb67
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=94c09129-fa82-43c9-9beb-12a5653cba7a
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=969bd9dd-fc30-4aa3-b3f5-6059e362fc37
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=63723b3b-8314-41b0-b12f-bc8b0b0b58cc
https://shop.scholastic.com/ewallet/fund?lang=en_US&walletId=7eaa9f0e-97d9-4fa7-96e7-4d3652570cf7
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Book Fair Shopping Schedule
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5th-7th Grade Girls - Save the Date

social
mediafo

llow us on

don’t forget to subscribe to
the facts parents calendar!

https://www.facebook.com/stjudeschoolBR
https://www.instagram.com/stjudeschoolBR/


 

 

 

 

Dear St. Jude families – 
 
The Diocese of Baton Rouge has adopted Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. 
Anyone who wants to volunteer in any capacity at St. Jude the Apostle School must be in compliance 
with this policy. ALL requirements must be met in order to volunteer for the following: room parent, 
athletic coach, field trip chaperone, cafeteria volunteer, event volunteer, etc. 
 
You only have to complete the Child Protection process once. 
 
Requirements: 

• All who are interested in volunteering at St. Jude School must contact our Child Protection 
Coordinator Lori Layman at llayman@stjudebr.org to complete the pre-check process for 
child protection. 

• You will then be given a special code and directed to the CAPS website at 
https://diobr.safeenvironment.org where you will create a new user account as a volunteer 
for St. Jude School and complete the Serving Vulnerable Populations and the Diocesan Code 
of Ethics. 

• You must complete a background check at IdentoGO, located on Siegen Lane. 
• You must complete the Declaration form. 
• You must provide a copy of your Driver’s License or Government issued ID. 

 
Requirements must be met at least two weeks prior to volunteering. Please submit the last two 
documents to the attention of our Child Protection Coordinator Lori Layman. You may reach her at 
llayman@stjudebr.org if you have any questions regarding this process. 

mailto:llayman@stjudebr.org
https://diobr.safeenvironment.org/
mailto:llayman@stjudebr.org




Name of Applicant (Please Print Clearly)____________________________________  
 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)________________ 
 
 
 

Declarations  
 
The Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  appreciates your willingness to share your faith, gifts and skills.  Providing safe and secure 
programs for our members is of utmost importance to us.  The information gathered in this application is designed to help us provide the 
highest quality Catholic programs for the people of our community.  Please read and initial each of the statements below. 
 
_______ * I declare that all statements contained in this application are true and that any misrepresentation or omission is  
   cause for rejection of my application or dismissal from my ministry involvement. 
 
_______ * I hereby authorize the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  to conduct a personal and professional background check    

for the purposes of my application at the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge .  The Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  may 
contact any references, past and current employers, church, youth organizations or agencies where volunteer service has  
been completed, and any individual or organization which might be relevant to my desired position.  I hereby release all of  
the above stated persons from any and all liability for damages that might occur during the Catholic Diocese of Baton 
Rouge’s  contact with the individuals for purposes of employment or volunteer services. 

 
_______ * I also hereby give complete permission for the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  to conduct a criminal background  
   check, arrest records check, abuse registry check, and driving record check for the purposes of my employment 
   or volunteer services. 
 
_______ * I understand that a criminal background check will be conducted prior to and during my service.  I authorize 
   investigations of all statements contained in the application. 
 
_______ * I agree to observe all of the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  guidelines and policies for the program in which I am 
   applying. 
 
_______ * I understand that the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  has a ZERO TOLERANCE FOR ABUSE and takes all  
   allegations of abuse seriously.  I further understand that the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  cooperates fully 
   with the authorities to investigate all cases of alleged abuse.  Abuse of minors or vulnerable adults is grounds 
   for immediate dismissal and possible criminal charges. 
 
_______ * I understand that I can withdraw from the application process at any time. 
 
_______ * I understand and agree that false statements and/or omissions regarding past conduct and/or present situations 
   may be grounds for denial of the application to provide employment and/or volunteer services and that refusal  
   to inform the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge  of the contents of a sealed criminal record will result in the automatic 
   denial of the application. 

 
_______ * I understand and agree that information may be obtained from sources that I provided above and that this information will 
                be held confidentially by the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge .  I have also read and understand the above stated  
                information within this release and am signing below of my own free will. 
 
_______  * My signature indicates that I have read and understand the above.  Do not sign until you have read and 
   initialed the above statements.  
 
 
*Applicant Signature___________________________________________     *Date:  _______/_______/________     

 

 
 
 

  Selected Sites  
 
Please indicate the city and the name of the parishes/schools with which you would like this application to be registered. At least one 
should be entered. 
 

*City Where Parish is Located *Name of Parish/School 
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