
THE COUGAR
Greetings from Mrs. Gardiner

August 28, 2025

Dear St. Jude Parents/Guardians,

In light of the tragic shooting that occurred yesterday morning during the Back to School Mass at
Annunciation Catholic School and Church in Minneapolis, we invite you to join the faithful of the Diocese of
Baton Rouge and Catholics around the world in lifting their community in prayer during this time of sorrow
and loss.

At St. Jude the Apostle Catholic School, one of our greatest blessings is the opportunity to gather regularly
for Mass. These liturgies are central to our mission of faith formation and help our students grow in their love
for Christ and His Church.

This morning, I met with Father Trey, Corporal Fisher, and members of our administrative team to carefully
review and update our safety protocols in response to recent events. Together, we discussed ways to
strengthen our preparedness for a range of unexpected situations. While we cannot share specific details in
order to maintain the integrity of our security measures, please be assured that our protocols are
thoughtfully developed with one guiding priority: the safety and well-being of our students and staff.

We fully recognize the responsibility you entrust to us each day for the care and protection of your children.
To ensure a safe, reverent, and orderly environment during school Mass, we have several important safety
practices in place, including:

Supervision: Teachers and staff closely monitor students at all times during travel to and from the
church and throughout the Mass. Faculty remain seated with their students for the duration of the
liturgy.
Law Enforcement Presence: A uniformed sheriff deputy is present on campus every school day,
including during all grade-level and all-school Masses.
Crisis Response Planning: Faculty, parish staff, and students are trained in emergency protocols. This
includes awareness of exits and specific actions to take in the event of an emergency. Our on-campus
sheriff plays a key role in these plans, ensuring immediate response capabilities. Medical response
protocols are also in place.
Collaboration: We work closely with Father Trey and both school and parish staff to coordinate safety
measures before, during, and after every Mass.

While our core mission is the spiritual development of our students, their physical safety is equally
important. These proactive steps help us create a space where students can worship in peace and focus on
prayer.

Thank you for your continued trust and support.

One in Christ,
Michelle Gardiner, M.Ed.
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August 29: College Colors Day - wear your favorite college shirt/colors and
accessories with school uniform bottoms
September 1: Labor Day Holiday - No School
September 5: Cougar Pride Fridays begin (SJS spirit shirts or in-season sports
jersey/warm-up shirt with school uniform bottoms)
September 12: St. Jude Golf Classic at Santa Maria Golf Course
September 15: School Picture Retake Day
September 16: All School Mass for students in grades Kindergarten-8  Grade
- Mass uniform required

th

September 19: 8  Grade Kick Offth

September 27: Mini Cheer Camp for Girls in Grades 1st-4th
October 2: Book Fair Kick Off/Storybook Character Day
October 22: Parent/Teacher Conference Day for grades PK-2   nd

- No School for students in these grades

Important Upcoming Dates

Counseling Services Available on Campus
Logan McIllwain is happy to be back at St. Jude this year! Individual
counseling sessions will be available for all students, scheduled
before school, during study hall, or enrichment.

When: Twice a month, starting Friday, August 29
Cost: $65 for a 30-minute session
To Sign Up: Email Logan@loganlcsw.com

 
Coming Soon: Our new Parenting Workshop Series begins in
September—details to follow!

St. Jude Golf Classic

Registration is now open for the 2025 St. Jude Golf Classic! Please click on
the link to register your team online. 

Sponsorships are still available to purchase! If you would like to serve as a
Flag Sponsor in this year’s Golf Classic, deadline is August 29. Please view
our sponsorship package at the end of The Cougar to see what is available
and contact Jason Young or Adrienne Vaughn at sjscougarbc@gmail.com if
you are interested in serving as a sponsor!

mailto:Logan@loganlcsw.com
https://stjudeboosterclub.com/
mailto:sjscougarbc@gmail.com
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St. Jude Church is excited to announce their brand-new Middle
School Youth Nights for all 6  through 8  graders! These
monthly gatherings are a time for fun, friends, faith and food.

th th

When: First Tuesday of each month (January 14 & April 8 will be
the 2  Tuesday)nd

Nightly Schedule:
Youth House opens after school - games, hangout and
homework
5:30 p.m. - Mass together
Dinner after Mass
Lesson and Small Groups
Pick up at 7:30 p.m.

Where: Youth House (on the hill by the church office)

The church is also looking for parent volunteers to assist as
leaders, helpers or meal donors!

Please reach out to Director of Faith Formation Matt Conine if
you have any questions or would like to RSVP your student! His
email address is mattc@stjudecatholic.org

St. Jude Church Youth Nights

Accelerated Reader 100 Points Club
Congratulations to the following students who have made the
Accelerated Reader 100 Points Club for this year!
 

3rd Grade: Scarlett Adams and Noah Marocco
8th Grade: Kate Stacey, Nora Proctor and Bruce Schwartzenburg

Join the Birthday Book Club!
More information at the end of The Cougar

mailto:mattc@stjudecatholic.org
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2026 Auction Save the Date

Our St. Jude School Auction Committee would like to thank everyone for making our 2025
school auction a huge success! Over $95,000 will go towards upgrading and renovating
our Music and Art Classrooms - our school cannot thank you enough!

 Our auction committee is excited to announce the 2026 school auction date and theme!

3, 2, 1 ... BLAST OFF! Our auction is going Out of this World!

Join us for a stellar night of bidding, fun and cosmic vibes. Suit up, show up, and get ready
to go supernova for a great cause!

If you would like to join our committee or donate anything to our event or silent auction,
please email Melissa Dean at mdean@stjudebr.org

mailto:mdean@stjudebr.org
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fo
llow us on

don’t forget to subscribe to
the facts parents calendar!

https://checkout.square.site/buy/KQPNWS2WNU6JOFVJID4ODTWH
https://www.instagram.com/stjudeschoolBR/
https://www.facebook.com/stjudeschoolBR




Birthday Book Club Form 

The St. Jude Library is excited to announce we will once again be hosting the Birthday Book 

Club! This program allows families the opportunity to support the library by donating funds to 

purchase new books. The books can be donated in honor of your child(ren) and a special 

bookplate will designate their name, birthday, and year of the donation. Alternatively, books 

can be purchased in honor or memory of other special family members and friends. Each 

donated book will have its own special bookplate inside the front cover, and your child(ren) will 

be the first to check out the book(s) once received and processed through the library.  

If you’d like to participate, please fill out the donation form and return to school with a check 

or cash in an envelope marked Library Birthday Book Club. Thank you all for your continued 

support of the library! 

 

Student Name(s) and Homeroom(s):  _______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Birthdate(s) (Month/Day): _______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ________________ 

 

Other Special Dedication Message: (ex: In Memory of Grandpa John Smith, donated by the Smith Family) 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Total Number of Books: ___________ @$25 per book= ______________ Total enclosed 


	Birthday Books Letter.pdf

